
Ahoy Friends of the USS North Carolina, SSN 777,

Welcome to summer and the celebration of our great nation’s 
Independence Day. The spread of CV-19 seems to be coming under control 
both on the mainland and across the Hawaiian Islands. Hopefully, family life, 
social activities and visits to Pearl Harbor will resume in the near future as 
before. Meanwhile, our 777 continues its fast-paced schedule of training, 
qualification and preparation for the next 6-month deployment. Good 
news is that our friends of the North Carolina Daughters of the American 
Revolution offer to once again support the next deployment’s 1/2 Way Box 
Program. As you may recall from late 2019, there is a custom within our 
submarine service that when deployed, or on patrol and under-water for an 
average of 6 months, the crew celebrates the halfway point with a special 
dinner and the distribution of personalized “care packages,” or Halfway 
Boxes, for each crew member as prepared by family and friends. Thank you 
for your reliable support. Best wishes for the summer. 
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The Mission of the 
SSN 777 Club
1. Support the crew 
2. Promote the USS North 

Carolina, SSN 777, 
across  the state

3. At end of service-life, 
as feasible, add the 777 
to the Battleship Park in 
Wilmington

Joint Chiefs Chairman Visits 777

In late spring, the 777 had the privilege of hosting 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, General Mark Miley 
USA. The tour highlighted the North Carolina’s recent 
dry-deck shelter installation and associated capabilities 
as well as the plan for the Boat to become integrated 
with female officers later this year. 

Photo, left: Captain Mike Fisher,  
at left, greets the Chairman. 

Photo, below: Visiting with the 
ever-important Culinary Specialists.
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Congratulations Coach Williams of the University of North Carolina

As our Club is 5 years old, it’s a pleasure to recall the strong support 
that it’s received from the UNC Basketball program and Men’s Head 
Coach, Roy Williams, who retired this spring after 18 seasons and 3 
NCAA Championships. Coach Williams greeted the 777 crew during 
their two visits to North Carolina and toured the 777 in fall 2016 when 
UNC played in the Maui Classic. Coach Williams ensured that every 
UNC player met with the 70+ 777 crew-members who attended the 
game at the University of Hawaii. 

LCDR Richard M. Hall was born in Greensboro, NC and 
raised in Leesburg, FL where he enlisted in the Navy 
in 2002. Selected for the Seaman to Admiral Program, 
he graduated from NC State University in 2007 with a 
BS in Mechanical Engineering. He also holds an MS in 
Leadership from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. 

LCDR Hall obtained his qualification in submarines 
on USS ALASKA (SSBN-732) where he completed 
the Refueling Overhaul and conducted 2 Strategic 
Deterrent Patrols as well as an AFRICOM deployment 
on USS FLORIDA (SSGN-728). While on board ALASKA, 
he served as the Reactor Controls Assistance and 
Communications Officer. His department head tour was 
completed on USS CHEYENNE (SSN-773) where he 
served as the Weapons Officer for a year followed by 
2 years as the Navigator/Operations Officer. During his 
time on CHEYENNE, he completed an Eastern Pacific 
and 2 Western Pacific deployments. Prior to relieving as 
USS NORTH CAROLINA (SSN-777) Executive Officer, 
LCDR Hall relieved temporarily and deployed on 

USS OKLAHOMA CITY as their 
Executive Officer to the western 
Pacific. 

Ashore, LCDR Hall volunteered 
to assist efforts in Baghdad, 
Iraq, where he served as the 
Aide-de-Camp to Major General 
Arthur Bartell, USF-I J3 and 
then spent two years as an 
Associate Professor of Naval Science at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University’s NROTC Unit. Most recently 
he served as the Operations Officer at Submarine 
Squadron ONE in Pearl Harbor. 

In addition to several personal awards, LCDR Hall has 
been honored to be a member of units that have been 
awarded two Battle “E”s, a Meritorious Unit Citation, 
a Navy Unit Citation, the OMAHA Trophy in 2011, and 
the Marjorie Sterrett Battleship Fund Award as the 
Pacific Fleet’s most battle-ready ship in 2016.  

Meet Lieutenant Commander Richard M. Hall
Executive Officer, USS NORTH CAROLINA (SSN-777)
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Meet the 777’s Ombudsman Andrea Smith

Aloha! 

A few months ago I started doing the job of 
Ombudsman for the North Carolina! A little bit about 
me: I have been married to my husband for  5 years and 
we have a 16 month old daughter and two wonderful 
dogs! They definitely keep me busy these days. I met 
my husband while he was stationed in Guam. I had 
lived there for 5 years when we met, I was working as 
a Marine Biologist for the Aquarium and University. 
I specialize in coral reef restoration and sea turtle 
rescue and rehabilitation! After leaving Guam we were 
stationed in Italy for two years. We definitely made the 
most of our time there, traveling through Europe and 
enjoying all of the delicious Italian food. We love living 
in Hawaii and I am happy to be Ombudsman and help 
the boat during our time here. 

Please always feel free to reach out to me for any 
assistance (smithrp88@outlook.com).
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If interested, you may keep in touch with the FRG on Facebook. Access to the site requires 
permission, so please identify yourself as an SSN 777 Club member when requesting access.

The USS North Carolina prepares for its next 
deployment with at-sea training and operations during 
most weeks of a month. Good news is that the Family 
Readiness Group (FRG) is well-established with recurring 
events and reliable social media information. 

Family Readiness Group: Latest News

Our Club was informed in early June that our friends 
and generous supporters at the North Carolina Society 
of the Daughters of the American Revolution once 
again offer their support for the next 1/2 Way Box 
Campaign. For the 2019 deployment, our club raised 
over $7,500 to support the 1/2 Way Box Campaign. 

We estimate that in late summer of this year, an 
ordering site will be established at Amazon so that 
snacks, reading material, toiletries and sundry items 
may be ordered by Club members for shipment to 
Pearl Harbor and packing of the boxes for storage 
aboard the 777 until the welcomed 1/2 Way Night 
Celebration.

1/2 Way Box Campaign for 2021
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I can imagine no more rewarding a career. And any man who may be asked in 
this century what he did to make his life worthwhile, I think can respond with a 
good deal of pride and satisfaction: ‘I served in the United States Navy.’”
                  president john f. kennedy
                   1 august 1963

“

New Way to Support the SSN 777 Club
We’re pleased to report that the SSN 777 Club is now 
a charity available on Amazon Smile. For those not 
familiar with the Amazon Smile charity program, you 
can link your existing Amazon account to the SSN 777 
Club at smile.amazon.com. There are no fees, no extra 
cost to you. The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of any eligible products 
to our club. It’s a simple way to support the crew and 
families of the SSN 777. 

 
To designate our club as your charity, log in to  
smile.amazon.com (instead of amazon.com). Our club’s 
name is: Submarine USS North Carolina Ssn 777 Club

If you’d like to view other opportunities to donate to 
the Club, please visit our website at www.ssn777club.
org/donate.
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