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Quarterly News
Ahoy All, and welcome to Spring,
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Durham, NC 27705

Thank you for your continued support of our USS North Carolina, SSN
777, home-ported in Pearl Harbor. Winter was a productive period for the
Tarheel Boat. She continues with post-overhaul and systems modernization
testing principally during Monday-to-Friday-underway periods in the
Hawaiian operations area. I’ll keep the copy to a minimum here as there is
much to report and related photos likely tell a better story than I can.

Christopher Perrien
Executive Director
(919) 949-1145
director@ssn777club.org

Navy Week Brings Captain and Crew to NC
Captain Matt Lewis and selected members of his crew were able to join the
Azalea Festival in Wilmington in early April as part of a national Navy Week
campaign. Theirs was a full itinerary down east of I-95 on the coast. The 777
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“Keep Pounding”

Follow the SSN 777
crew on Facebook!

made the predicted outstanding
impression on all whom they
encountered, including STEM
students, high school ROTC units,
public officials, press and media.
continued on page 2

Photo, top: Governor Roy Cooper
greeted the 777 at the Cameron
Art Museum in Wilmington, where
Captain Matt Lewis presented the
Governor with an ensign that flew
over both the SSN 777 and the
Battleship North Carolina (BB 55).
Photo, bottom: A great surprise
for all was the unplanned
introduction to Mr. Paul Phillips, a
docent at the museum. Mr. Phillips
served aboard BB 55 in 1945 as
a boilerman. Shown in the photo
are (left to right) Sonarman 1/C
Jose Garza, Electronics Technician
1/C Jesus Gonzalez; Captain Matt
Lewis; Mr. Paul Phillips; Governor
Roy Cooper; Chief of the Boat
Geoff Walker; and Lieutenant
James Vandenplas, Assistant
Engineer.

The Cape Fear Sub Vets provided an indepth
engineering tour of the Battleship North Carolina;
Kids Making It (producers of our 777 “Time Aboard”
Plaques) hosted an afternoon reception with county
and state officials at their expanding workshop in
downtown Wilmington. Their namesake visit concluded
with a luncheon hosted by the US Naval Academy
Alumni Association of Cape Fear and riding the Sub
Vets Float in the Azalea Festival Parade.

Above: The 777 crew values their heritage with the
Battleship North Carolina. They marvel at the size of its
engineering plant, the berthing spaces, and the notion
that the 777 could sit on the forward deck of BB 55.
Left, top: The crew is especially fond of their
relationship with Kids Making It. The reception at KMI
brought together the community of sailors, sponsors,
supporters, future carpenters, machinists, and
woodworkers. One KMI student asked, ”Is there wifi for
video games on a submarine?”
Left, bottom: The Captain and crew enjoyed a full
schedule of discussions with students. Their questions
are always interesting and their curiosity is entertaining.

To donate to the SSN 777 Club, visit our
website www.ssn777club.org/donate.

Family Readiness Group Update
Our friendship with the Family Readiness Group (FRG) continues to grow.
The outlook is for 12 newborns in one year. The Club supports Welcome
Baby blankets and onesies for these newest members of the 777 family. The
goal of the FRG is to foster a caring, supportive and responsive group that
can provide assistance to our members when needed.
For additional information
about the FRG:
NorthCarolinaFRG@gmail.com

To friend the FRG on Facebook,
please email the Ombudsman:
OMBNC777@gmail.com
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